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SAN FRANCISCO BAY: RACE TO BUILD WETLANDS IS
NEEDED TO STAVE OFF SEA-LEVEL RISE, SCIENTISTS SAY

By Paul Rogers

San Francisco Bay is in a race
against time, with billions of
dollars of highways, airports,
tides and extreme storms
driven by climate change.
54,000 acres of wetlands — an area twice the size of the
bay in the next 15 years.
100 Bay Area scientists and 17 government agencies that

Driven by melting ice and expanding warming water,

Academy of Sciences.

year is on pace to break that
record. And the 10 hottest
since 1998.
Similar to the way that

the looming crisis.
sections of the bay with seawalls and levees in the

Francisco Bay face major
threats as sea level rises, the

marshes and probably cost taxpayers more in the

rather than against it, according to the report, titled “The

many places will be higher than the land, like it is in

with areas along the western and eastern sides of the bay.

San Francisco Bay already has risen 8 inches since 1900,

severe sea level rise starts, restoring wetlands will be

15 or 20 years will largely determine what San Francisco

the report.

egrets to harbor seals.

director of Save the Bay. “The main missing ingredient is

state and federal laws. Now the goal is to expand the
In 1999, there were 40,000 acres of tidal marsh left
Scientists in 1999 wrote a report calling for 100,000
then, 6,000 more have been restored, and another 26,000
To reach the goal of 100,000 acres of healthy wetlands,
the 26,000 acres has to be restored — and another 28,000

disposal method.
have to be changed. More sediment also can come from
bay, as well as water agencies removing sediment from
behind dams.

to wait for bad things to happen and then do things in
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