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BALLOT MEASURE WILL HELP BAY AREA
PREPARE FOR COMING MEGA-STORM
By Adrian Covert

The good news is that a big part of what’s needed

with a number of environmental, government and
improve the environment while we’re at it.
More than 30,000 acres of salt ponds and diked
shoreline from Sonoma to Santa Clara are already
owned by public agencies and ready to be restored
into wetlands. Healthy wetland habitat has been
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Meteorologists talk about average rainfall but California
precipitation patterns are anything but average. This chart of
annual rainfall from 1896 through September 2014 (the end of the
water year) reveals a volatile pattern.

California is learning a hard lesson about inadequate
drought preparation. But if California’s hydrological
record teaches us anything, it’s that extreme

are readying a 2016 region-wide ballot measure
that will ask voters to approve a modest $12 parcel
tax to bolster our waterfront defenses. These funds
while improving public access and protecting our
conducted this past spring by Fairbank, Maslin,

Whether the strengthening El Niño delivers a
drenching blow, experts are clear that we are
long overdue for an extreme storm, a West Coast
version of Superstorm Sandy or Hurricane Katrina.
The Texas example is worrisome, as that state’s
four-year drought abruptly ended last winter

Let’s be clear: The cost of inaction is extremely
high. California is vulnerable to prolonged periods
of heavy rainfall, elevated tides and gale-force
winds known as “atmospheric rivers.” These storms

infrastructure necessary to blunt the catastrophic
impacts of such an event.

for 43 days straight, transforming the Central Valley
into an inland sea, destroying Sacramento and
bankrupting the state.

While virtually every coastal city on Earth is
grappling with the effects of sea-level rise and
“Surviving the Storm,” estimates that a mega-storm
would conservatively wreak $10.4 billion in damage
Loma Prieta earthquake.

seen since. Ten days of torrential rain would grind
daily life to a halt. Local rivers and creeks would
swell beyond anything seen since the Gold Rush.

and human assets to lead the response. Our overall
hilly landscape and the Golden Gate help limit the
region’s overall vulnerability, while our intellectual,
a little investment and preparation, we can step back
from the brink.
Adrian Covert is a policy director for the
Bay Area Council.

be blocked. San Francisco Bay, elevated by low
barometric pressure, storm surge and an extreme
high tide, would over-top levees like water in a
sea level rise, and this existing problem is going to
get much worse.
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